The 26th Delaware Croquet Club Invitational

The Wilmington Country Club

May 22-25, 2009

Always both a relaxing and enjoyable event, the 26th Annual Delaware Croquet Club Invitational, though small in size, was more than exciting in action. Rivalries reemerged and all matches were hard-fought…so fitting for this Memorial Weekend tradition!


In regard to the format: Two Flights were in play. In both divisions of Singles, block (or round robin) play was followed by a single-elimination ladder, the top four-of-seven players reaching the Playoffs. The Doubles portion was played under the Waterford Format, the top finishers reaching a Final’s match due to their good performances. All games were timed at one hour and twenty minutes and double banking, for the most part, was allocated to the Championship Flight Singles.


In the Championship Flight Singles, Jim Hughes looked much the best throughout most of the play, but Neil Houghton regained form to capture the Finals in an 18-17 nail-biter. Jim had defeated (grudge match) Tom Hughes (19-18) in one Semi while Neil had overcome the hard-charging David Lyon (16-15) in the other. To emphasis how close the matches were throughout, Tom Hughes-Rufus Bayard needed all of their abilities (and three overtime rotations) to out-duel Neil Houghton-Craig Smith in the Doubles Final (16-15).


While the First Flight Singles had a much larger range of handicaps (4.5 to 11), those numbers proved to be only that…numbers. In the Semis, favorite Jim Armour (4.5) just snuck by Marty Ormsby (12-11) while Kevin Joyce (10!) continued to show off his improved abilities by sneaking past Ruthie Windsor (10-9). Given that every playoff game mentioned till now was determined by but a solo wicket, the Finals was somewhat of a landslide, Jim holding off Kevin (+40 in tracking points!) with a 17-15 score. Hank Schilling-Ruthie Windsor captured the Doubles Title with a 13-8 victory over Jean Geddes-Kevin Joyce.


As has become expected, the hospitality of the Delaware Croquet Club lived up to all expectations. Special thanks go out to Barry Gibson (DCC President) for overseeing the event, members Linda Prickett and Tom & Joan Hughes for letting the liquor flow after hours, to the Wilmington Country Club and to Jim and Tom Hughes for their endless assistance. Till next year, please find below the Final Order of Finish:

CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES

1. Neil Houghton

2. Jim Hughes

3. Tom Hughes

3. David Lyon

5. Rufus Bayard

6. Barry Gibson

7. Craig Smith

CHAMPIONSHIP DOUBLES

1. Tom Hughes-Rufus Bayard

2. Neil Houghton-Craig Smith

3. Jim Hughes-David Lyon

4. Barry Gibson-Jim Armour

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Jim Armour

2. Kevin Joyce

3. Ruthie Windsor

3. Marty Ormsby

5. Hank Schilling

6. Jean Geddes

7. Michael Grasley

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Hank Schilling-Ruthie Windsor

2. Jean Geddes-Kevin Joyce

3. Marty Ormsby-Michael Grasley

-John Osborn (Reporter)

