THE 2009 USCA MID-ATLANTIC REGIONALS

The Piping Rock Club, Locust Valley, New York

August 13-16, 2009

A light mist meandered its way onto the lawns as play began at this year’s Mid-Atlantic Regionals. Held for the second time at the majestic Piping Rock Club, where weather has, in the past, become problematical, this mist was soon to be replaced with lingering clouds, these clouds to be shortly outplayed by pure sunshine. And this beautiful weather would last, without hesitation, throughout the entire weekend.


The Piping Rock Club itself is a masterpiece, the beautiful expanse a pleasure to the eye and the casual eloquence of service a massage for the soul. While the Members usually compete upon two spectacular lawns, two additional courts were added to accommodate the thirty-two players in attendance. There were three Flights in both singles and doubles with the format one of block play leading to single elimination ladders. The Championship Flight singles, small in numbers but grand in spirit, received a double elimination ladder and in that the majority of all players reached the Playoffs, the action was nonstop. Singles matches were double banked and timed at one hour and fifteen minutes while clocks for doubles were set at one hour and twenty minutes. 


In the Championship Flight singles, Rich “Speedo” Curtis (-1), top seed after block play with a 3-1 record, found immediate ladder trouble (12-14) in the name of Don Heerens (2). While Norris Settlemyre (-1.5) was overtaking the much-improved Tim Rapuano (20-6) and then Heerens (26-2) to reach the Finals, Curtis was clawing his way back into the medal game with an 18-8 victory over Rapuano (2.5) and, with just a hint of revenge, a 19-9 conquest over Heerens. In the Finals, Curtis, perhaps misreading the grain, found disaster at the third wicket - missing good position, missing the hoop and then badly missing a reasonable roquet attempt by the partner ball. Settlemyre, calm and controlled, took advantage with back to back breaks that secured his 21-5 victory. 


In the Championship Flight doubles, which looked very much like a high-low event, all of the teams were well balanced - eighty percent of the matches determined by two wickets or less. In the Final, steady Norris Settlemyre, teamed with Jennifer Ely (9!), nickel-and-dimed their way to a 14-12 victory over Don Heerens-Tim Rapuano. While this win was satisfactory for Settlemyre, it was certainly quite a coup for the much-improved Ely! 


While Steven Ely (6) failed to make the First Flight Singles Playoffs, Jennifer Ely would not only make them but continue her good play throughout the ladder, starting her run with an 11-8 victory over Gerry Dolezar (7), Dolezar undefeated (5-0) after block play. While she would then overcome (14-10) Neill Trimble (5), her Final’s match would soon prove to be far from simple. 

Micah (Mike-a) Beck entered the Regionals without an official handicap. While Beck had played successful croquet at St. John’s, this would be his first endeavor outside of the collegiate ranks. Sporting what could best be described as the ‘Jerry Stark Look,’ Micah proved that the six handicap appearing in the program was slightly off center. He would not only go undefeated in block play, but defeat (20-10) Ann Nolte (6), Peter Oleson (5) (14-12) and then Ely (16-8) the capture the First Flight honors. What was most impressive about this young gentleman was not only his ability, but the grace, style and sportsmanship he exhibited throughout the event. Impressive, to say the least.

Beck would add more silver to his trophy case with a victory in the First Flight doubles. Teamed with Stuart Baker (who seemed unable to hit any ball straight in the singles division), the two communicated well against the very long-shot team of Rebeca Bergofsky-Templeton Peck. While the eventual victory (15-10) never seemed in doubt, Bergofsky-Peck certainly deserve great credit for fighting into the Finals. 

In the Second Flight Singles, another college croquet program graduate was making his presence known. Justin Berbig (10), also competing in his first USCA tournament (and after a stint in Iraq), showed equal pose and style while capturing the Singles Title. Given that Beck’s only lose (4-1 in block play) came to the hands of the NYCC’s Ralph Charles (5-0 in block), the Final certainly promised to be a close one. And it might have been, had Charles (10) not been competing in his fourth match in a row and on a very humid Sunday. The score was 18-13, but should these two ever meet again, the toss of a coin might well offer a better prediction. Local Eleanor Perkins and the over-heated Helga Seele captured (11-9) the Doubles Final in a hard fought battle over the previously mentioned Charles and the flamboyant Carla Rueck. 

As implied earlier, everything about this event was phenomenal. Great play by all was matched with great sportsmanship. An incredible facility was blessed with great weather. Breakfasts and lunches surpassed the expectations of all, as did the Opening Reception and the Player’s Dinner. And while the Piping Rock Club staff made all aspects of the event so wonderful, from the set-up of the courts to having the food and refreshments cooked and/or served to perfection, great thanks must go out to the Mid-Atlantic Regional VP, Lee Hanna. Lee’s tireless energy in arranging and coordinating every detail of this year’s Regionals sets a standard that will remain hard to meet. Thanks also go out to all of the Piping Rock Club Members, Eleanor Perkins in particular, for making certain that all of those lucky enough to attend walked away with great memories…this hospitality was more than appreciated.

While the location and dates for next year’s gathering have yet to be set, it is certainly hoped that such a wonder group of players will once again be able to meet and celebrate not only croquet, but each other. Till then - below you will find the Final Order of Finish: 

CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES

1. Norris Settlemyre

2. Rich Curtis

3. Don Heerens

4. Tim Rapuano

5. John Osborn (Played only Block)

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Norris Settlemyre-Jennifer Ely

2. Don Heerens-Tim Rapuano

3. Neill Trimble-Steven Murphy

3. Rich Curtis-Lee Hanna

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Micah Beck

2. Jennifer Ely

3. Peter Oleson

3. Neill Trimble

5. Lucie Bard

5. Gerry Dolezar

5. Ann Nolte

5. Michael Seele

9. Stuart Baker

9. Stephen Ely

11. Templeton Peck

11. Rebeca Bergofsky

11. James Wyer

11. Virginia Kelly

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Stuart Baker-Micah Beck

2. Templeton Peck-Rebeca Bergofsky

3. Peter Oleson-Calvert Chaney

3. James Wyer-Michael Seele

5. Stephen Ely-Elaine Postley

SECOND FIGHT SINGLES

1. Justin Berbig

2. Ralph Charles

3. Helga Seele

3. Rocco Mango

5. Calvert Chaney

5. Eleanor Perkins

5. Carla Rueck

5. Peter Timmins

9. Jane Mango

10. Julia Wallace

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Eleanor Perkins-Helga Seele

2. Ralph Charles-Carla Rueck

3. Peter Timmins-Rocco Mango

3. Justin Berbig-Jane Mango

-John C. Osborn (Tournament Director)

