THE 2009 USCA GOLF CROQUET CHAMPIONSHIPS

November 30 – December 1, 2009

The National Croquet Center


The 2009 USCA Golf Croquet Championships were completed today within windy conditions. Seven participants competed upon two lawns in this three-day, Singles only event. After a round robin of 19-point games, the top four finishers earned a birth into a single elimination ladder. The Semi-Finals were played under a best of three format with the matches using 13-point games. The Finals, also 13-point games, was a best of five. Needless to say, no time limits were imposed and the competition ran smoothly. (Where was Bill Martin anyway?)


While the number of participants was small, the action itself was more than entertaining. William and Cheryl Bromley, comparatively new to golf croquet at this level, preformed with both grace and style, the two enjoying the opportunity to compete with such impressive players. Mike Gibbons, while seasoned in croquet but inexperienced in golf croquet, also improved with each match. Slow but steady David McCoy played beautifully throughout, with half of his games determined by one measly point. Handsome Len Canavan, likewise, exhibited a nice combination of both strategy and shot making. (According to an unnamed source, his snoring did, though, affect future play.)


As was expected, the two most experienced players fought there way to the Finals. Sherif Abdelwahab was in fine form while he was dismissive of Len Canavan in one Semi-Final (7-3, 7-4) while Mohammad Kamal had a harder time against the focused David McCoy (7-6, 7-5) on his way to the Finals.


After some casual discussion between the two competitors, it was decided that the Finals would be played as a best of five instead of the standard best of three. With a full moon and the wind swirling, it still proved to be only a three game result. Sherif, solid the proceeding day, regained form too late in the match. Mohammad, weak the day before and somewhat off balanced against David McCoy, regained both touch and a very impressive jump shot. The final score, in Mohammad’s favor, was 7-2, 7-1, 7-4.


While the scores reported for the Final seem somewhat lopsided, it must be understood that the ability level of both of these players goes beyond explanation. The accuracy of their shots was phenomenal. The fine-tuned touch of their shots was incredible. And the strategy behind the moves often left the less experienced viewers baffled. It was a spectator’s dreams come true.


This was what is referred to as a ‘no frills’ tournament. There were no parties, no dancing and limited fanfare. And yet this was perhaps the most entertaining event of the year, including participants who not only enjoyed the thrill of competition, but the company of others who found the spirit of the game more important than the spirits of happy hour.


Great thanks go out to the USCA staff (Shereen, Erica and Ursula), Archie Peck and the ground’s crew (brothers Carl and David) and to the NCC staff. While the timing of this event may not have been the best, the USCA is looking into a schedule that will steer many more of the ‘closet’ and talented golf croquet players into this event. A great time was had by all, including the Tournament Director, and congratulations go out to not only our Champion, Mohammad Kamal, but to all of those who made this event so special.  

Final Order of Finish:

1. Mohammad Kamal
2. Sherif Abdelwahab
3. Len Canavan
3. David McCoy
5. Mike Gibbons
6. Cheryl Bromley
7. William Bromley
Playoff Results:

Mohammad Kamal defeated David McCoy 7-6, 7-5

Sherif Abdelwahab defeated Len Canavan 7-3, 7-4

Finals: Mohammad Kamal defeated Sherif Abdelwahab 7-2, 7-1, 7-4
Monday Matches:

Len Canavan defeated Mike Gibbons 10-5

Sherif Abdelwahab defeated Cheryl Bromley 10-3

Sherif Abdelwahab defeated David McCoy 10-8

Mohammad Kamal defeated William Bromley 10-1

Cheryl Bromley defeated William Bromley 10-4

Mohammad Kamal defeated Len Canavan 10-5

Mohammad Kamal defeated Mike Gibbons 10-4

David McCoy defeated William Bromley 10-9

Len Canavan defeated Cheryl Bromley 10-3

Sherif Abdelwahab defeated William Bromley 10-6

Mike Gibbons defeated Cheryl Bromley 10-7

Len Canavan defeated David McCoy 10-9

Sherif Abdelwahab defeated Mike Gibbons 10-9

David McCoy defeated Mohammad Kamal 10-9

Player Records After Day One:

4-0 Sherif Abdelwahab

3-1 Mohammad Kamal

3-1 Len Canavan

2-1 David McCoy

1-3 Mike Gibbons

1-3 Cheryl Bromley

0-4 William Bromley

Tuesday Matches:

Sherif Abdelwahab 10 Len Canavan 8

David McCoy 10 Mike Gibbons 6

David McCoy 10 Cheryl Bromley 7

Mike Gibbons 10 William Bromley 6

Mohammad Kamal 10 Cheryl Bromley 3

Len Canavan 10 William Bromley 4

Mohammad Kamal 10 Sherif Abdelwahab 8

Final Round-Robin Results:

(Ties broken by head-to-head…net if needed.)

1. 5-1 Mohammad Kamal
2. 5-1 Sherif Abdelwahab 

3. 4-2 Len Canavan

4. 4-2 David McCoy 

5. 2-4 Mike Gibbons 

6. 1-5 Cheryl Bromley 

7. 0-6 William Bromley 

-John C. Osborn (TD)
