THE 2009 NEW YORK CROQUET CLUB OSBORN CUP

SEPTEMBER 24-27, 2009

Central Park, New York


The stories are too many to recount right now. While some would, likewise, take too many words, other stories are better left untold. Many fall into the ‘had to have been there’ category. What is best expressed is that, once again, the New York Croquet Club hosted an amazing event…if you blinked you may have missed a great shot or, more importantly, a memory that, as much as you tried, would never leave your mind. Such is New York, and such is always croquet in the Imperial City.


The event this year was maxed out in regard to participants, and the play included double-banked doubles and the famous ‘seven rounds of play’ on Friday. Those who grabbed a breather between matches were awarded with great food and even better conversation. Or a trip to the Emerald, the unofficial Clubhouse of the NYCC. While the last two events in The City lost a day of play due to rain, only the final day was affected for this tournament. Two of the four courts were flooded beyond play, but those lucky enough to still be in competition sloshed their way through wet lawns and delayed games, those handling the bad conditions well lucky enough to find trophies in their hands. 


In a capsule, Ben Rothman continued to play through whatever obstacles were laid before him, winning both the singles and doubles. Doug Grimsley went 4-2 in block play but still failed to make the Championship Flight Singles Playoffs. Defending Champion, Frank Hentic, went 0-6 in block play. The ‘kids,’ those recently having graduated college, faired very well throughout the endurance test this tournament seems to be. Micah Beck captured the First Flight Singles, Dave Cohen captured the Third Flight Singles and Justin Berbig finished second in the Second Flight. How Ryan Thompson won the Second Flight, and the First Flight Doubles, will baffle statisticians for years. 


While I failed to make the Player’s Dinner, I heard that it was fantastic! So was the Opening Reception, the Toast & Tally and the never ending chain of food that kept being wheeled into the park. Special thanks go out to some of the NYCC Board Members or volunteers who worked so hard: Doug Moore (President), Sara Low (VP), Jen Megalli (Social), Casey Knoll (Treasurer) and Karen Kaplan come to mind. Carla Rueck oversaw breakfasts and Tim Rapuano did an amazing job as my assistant. George Blake, among others, continued to offer unlimited help with set-up, take down and anything that fell between.


If you haven’t played croquet the New York City way, you have really not played croquet. Anything can happen. And anything does. 


A more complex report will be available in the USCA Croquet News and The Calendar in the near future. In the mean time, should you wish any more information about the fantastic four days we just encountered, call anyone who played. And please have unlimited minutes…this might be a long call. As for now, please find below the results that are on record for this event. It’s our story, and we’re sticking to it.

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Ben Rothman

2. Chris Patmore

3. Rich Curtis

3. John Young III

5. Doug Grimsley

6. Steve Johnston

6. Norris Settlemyre

8. Frank Hentic
FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Micah Beck

2. David McCoy

3. George Blake

3. Tim Rapuano

5. Doug Moore

5. Eldon Trimingham

7. Don Heerens

8. Rich Greulich

8. Sean Hartley

8. Casey Knoll

8. Stephanie Paduano

12. Sara Low

SECONG FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Ryan Thompson

2. Justin Berbig

3. Preston Stuart

3. Peter Woolley

5. Pam Johnston

5. John Woodside

7. Jim Pagano

8. Temp Peck

9. Rebeca Bergofsky

10. Jim McLaughlin

THIRD FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Dave Cohen

2. Peter Timmins

3. Tom Gilbert

3. Mijai Pagano

5. Carla Rueck

6. Jen Megalli

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Ben Rothman-David McCoy

2. Rich Curtis-Steve Johnston

3. Doug Grimsley-Don Heerens

4. Frank Hentic-John Young III

5. John Osborn-Doug Moore

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. George Blake-Ryan Thompson

2. Eldon Trimingham-Preston Stuart

3. Stephanie Paduano-Sara Low

3. Micah Beck-Pam Johnston

5. Tim Rapuano-Jim McLaughlin

6. Rich Greulich-John Woodside

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Peter Woolley-Tom Gilbert

2. Justin Berbig-Dave Cohen

3. Templeton Peck-Carla Rueck

4. Stephanie Paduano-Mijai Pagano

4. Jim Pagano-Karen Kaplan

