2009 USCA SENIORS-MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIPS

National Croquet Center, West Palm Beach

November 17-21, 2009

Always proving to be one of the more relaxed and enjoyable tournaments upon the calendar, this year’s Seniors-Masters Championships were also blessed with great weather. The oppressive heat occasionally seen in this event’s past was replaced with partly cloudy skies and luxurious temperatures. The lawns played fast, all of the matches ran like clockwork and the spirit throughout the entire event was festive.


Fifty-seven players were in competition within five levels of Singles and three of Doubles. In the Championship and First Flights, those players aged 60-69 battled it out within the Seniors division while those “70-and-beyond” were designated as Masters. Seven lawns were in use and matches were timed at one hour and fifteen minutes. Double banking was the standard for Singles while Doubles saw no such distraction. In regard to the format, block play to single elimination ladders was the standard throughout.


In The Championship Flight Singles, Bill Berne (-2) looked much the best within the Masters division. While Berne was unable to compete within last year’s event, that sabbatical did little to diminish his methodical and accurate play. From start to finish Berne went 8-0, and his 26-8 Final against the erratic Tom Hughes not only put icing on the cake, but put and lit candles upon a wonderful performance. Jackie Jones (-. 5) and John Hunter (0) rounded out the final four. In the Seniors division, king-of-the-yips Peter Just (-1.5) showed regained confidence while defeating (26-11) the previously undefeated Mike Gibbons (-1). Not that the match was without, well, multiple Senior moment…wrong ball, making a wicket twice, etc…but those stories are for another time. Tricky Dick Brackett (-1) and Canadian menace Chris Loat (.5) shared Third Place.


Within the First Flight Singles, Wendell Thompson (5) did, well, nothing very exciting. Instead, Thompson showed nothing but consistency, a performance that was capped with his 17-14 Masters victory over (the always somewhat frenzied) Nancy Reynolds (5). Cassandra (“The Shark”) Gaisor (6) and Jim Creegan (7) both racked up over 30 handicap tracking points while tying for Third. The Seniors portion of the Flight saw multiple upsets as the ladder progressed. Bill Cooley (6) outplayed Donna Dixon (4) in a 16-10 game while adorable Sue Lawrence (6) smacked down (17-10) the other pre-tournament (and also adorable) favorite, John Warlick (3.5). After a wonder and desperate wicket shot in last turn, Lawrence sadly miscalculated the score to hand Cooley a 15-14 victory.


While the Second (“Friendly”) Flight had but seven participants, the level of play was equal throughout. And doubles partners and favorites Tina Theurkauf (9) and Betty Crisler (9) met, of course, in the Finals. Taking full advantage of some Theurkauf deadness, Crisler claimed the crown with a 18-11 victory. Lucinda Sullivan (12) and Hedy Stoy (10) split Third Place honors.


Playing Doubles, of course, is like walking through an enchanted forest: stuff happens. In the Championship Flight, favorites Fred Jones-Jackie Jones were dismissive of Tom Hughes-Chuck (who?) Whitlow in one Semi-Final (21-8) while the #2 seed, Peter Just-Bill Martin, survived (18-12) the unorthodox play of Steve Johnston-Bill Cooley. Lucky for everyone, a shot clock had already been located and dusted off by the time the Final arrived. Both players and spectators gathered around examining the strange device: “Is this an antique?” “How does it work?” “Why do they call it the Bill Martin Special?” The three people present who understood the mechanics of the machine drew straws and play began. Of course, as things turned out, technology had little to do with the outcome. Martin took the first break around, and while his approach to rover was from the wrong side, the lead would hold up for a 17-14 victory.


Once again, in the First Flight Doubles, upsets blossomed within the Semi-Finals. Favorite John Warlick-Ray Stoy fell (13-15) to Wendell Thompson-Howard Holdsclaw while defending Champions Donna Dixon-Geoffrey Mattison lost to (12-13) Conrad Haas-Cassandra Gaisor. The Final was equally close, the Haas-Gaisor team reaping the benefit (13-12) of a last turn Thompson misplay. No shot clocks were used. The dynamic duo of Betty Crisler-Tina Theurkauf captured the Second Flight Doubles (17-14) over the determined Hedy Stoy-Lucinda Sullivan. 


In regard to the Tournament Director’s Choice Trophies (a new category which will probably never last - no lawsuits please), several invisible awards are worthy of mention: 

*To the top finish by an over-80 player: Fred Jones. 

*The “I’ve Lost My Wallet For More Than A Few Hours” award (tie): Bill Campbell and Conrad Haas. (Bill found his in his car…Conrad in his shoe…don’t ask.) 

*The “Close But Not Quite” award: Geoffrey Mattison & Betty Crisler, who showed up very late, and only after a phone call, because they though the event started the following day. 

*Worst job of smoking behind his wife: Bob McQuinn

*The “I’ve Lost My Charts” award: 57 way tie.

* Impressive Performance by a Woman in the Singles Divisions: Jackie Jones, Steve Johnston, Cassandra Gaisor, Sue Lawrence and the entire Second Flight. 

*Best behind-the-scenes assistance: Archie Peck.

*Most infectious laughter in the face of defeat: Rebeca Bergofsky. 

*Best newcomers in both ability and attitude: Vic and Sue Lawrence.

*Most tracking points gained: Jim Creegan (38)

*Best surprise performance: Bill Campbell-Nancy Reynolds (4-1 in Championship block play).

*Sportsmanship Award: Connie Van Housen


And if you think that there was no social activity, and though while not actually attached to the tournament, the annual Hall of Fame Dinner certainly proved to be one of the highlights of the week. The Participants Dinner, held at the NCC as well, offered players both great food and the chance to drink away those less than perfect roquets. Lunches throughout the entire event were fantastic - a new theme each day displaying a wide variety of hot dishes.  From the Opening Reception straight through to the Final’s Buffet, everything flowed with grace.


Speaking for the players, great thanks go out the hard working USCA office, the NCC staff and to both Archie Peck and his finely tuned ground’s crew. The USCA hopes and believes that everyone had a wonderful time at this past week’s Seniors-Masters and looks forward to seeing everyone in many more to come!

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT MASTERS SINGLES

1. Bill Berne

2. Tom Hughes

3. Jackie Jones

3. John Hunter

5. David McCoy

5. Ted Knopf

5. Blaine Davis

5. Fred Jones

9. Keith Nelon

9. Bob Whitmore



11. Bill Campbell

12. Bill Martin

12. Bill Grimsdale

12. Bob Chilton

15. Aaron Kurtzman

15. Chuck Whitlow

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT SENIORS SINGLES

1. Peter Just

2. Mike Gibbons

3. Dick Bracket

3. Chris Loat

5. Steve Johnston

5. Dick Sullivan

7. Vic Lawrence

8. John Curington

8. Don Mathieson

8. Ron Huxtable

FIRST FLIGHT MASTERS SINGLES

1. Wendell Thompson

2. Nancy Reynolds

3. Cassandra Gaisor

3. Jim Creegan

5. Dolores Gallagher

5. Ray Stoy

5. Howard Holdsclaw

5. Chuck Perry

9. Geoffrey Mattison

9. Sheila Davis

9. Conrad Haas

9. Bob Bozeman

13. Bill Losier

14. Bob Theurkauf

14. Ed Wilford

FIRST FLIGHT SENIORS SINGLES

1. Bill Cooley

2. Sue Lawrence

3. John Warlick

3. Donna Dixon

5. Bob McQuinn

5. Andree Bothe

7. Beatty Cramer

8. Rebeca Bergofsky

SECOND FLIGHT COMBINED SINGLES

1. Betty Crisler

2. Tina Theurkauf

3. Hedy Stoy

3. Lucinda Sullivan

5. Dolph Cramer

6. Connie Van Housen

6. Lois Holdsclaw

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Peter Just-Bill Martin

2. Fred Jones-Jackie Jones

3. Tom Hughes-Chuck Whitlow

3. Steve Johnston-Bill Cooley

5. Chris Loat-Bill Losier

5. Dick Sullivan-Blaine Davis

5. Dick Brackett-Ron Huxtable

5. Bill Campbell-Nancy Reynolds

9. Bill Grimsdale-Don Mathieson

9. Bob Whitmore-Keith Nelon

11. Ted Knopf-Bob Chilton

11. Bill Berne-Billie Jean Berne

11. Vic Lawrence-Bob McQuinn

14. John Hunter-David McCoy

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Conrad Haas-Cassandra Gaisor

2. Wendell Thompson-Howard Holdsclaw

3. Donna Dixon-Geoffrey Mattison

3. John Warlick-Ray Stoy

3. Dolores Gallagher-Rebeca Bergofsky

6. Sheila Davis-Sue Lawrence

6. Ed Wilford-Jim Creegan

8. Bob Bozeman-Andree Bothe

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Betty Crisler-Tina Theurkauf

2. Hedy Stoy-Lucinda Sullivan

3. Connie Van Housen-Lois Holdsclaw

-John C. Osborn (TD)

