AUDUBON INVITATIONAL 

FEBRUARY 25– 28, 2010

The sixteenth annual Audubon Invitational Tournament was played in Naples, Florida with the weather not really cooperating, with cold, windy days, and a cold front with a period of heavy rain on Saturday. Sunday was fairly nice.

The four-day tournament, singles only, was block play in three flights of eight players leading to a double elimination ladder for all participants. Championship flight played on a full size court, while first and second flight played on half size courts. One at Audubon, and a second court at the Bentley complex.

In Championship flight eight players competed in a block leading to a double elimination ladder. Eph Shulman was first out of the block with 5 of 6 wins, however it was not to be Eph’s tournament. In the block he lost to the #8 seed Ray Stoy, and was knocked out by the #7 seed Henry Vaughan. Bob Bake with the strongest handicap (2.0) came through the ladder until the very end, when he was relegated to the loser’s ladder by Jan Balson, only to defeat Henry Vaughan and emerge to the finals to win over Jan Balson this time 21 – 19 to take the trophy. 

In First flight, Evan White was the dominating player in the block, going undefeated. In ladder play he was equally effective, but dropped down in the quarterfinals, losing in succession to Dolores Gallagher and John Richardson to end up in third place. Richardson, relegated to the loser’s ladder early in the elimination, fought his way back to end up playing Gallagher in the finals, and taking the trophy 19-8.

In Second flight, Don Oakley (of Oakley Woods, Canada) controlled the block, and was very successful in the elimination ladder, until near the end, being defeated in the final by Steve Howell, who had worked his way up the loser’s ladder with three wins, before meeting Oakley and winning 13-10.

Socially, as usual, the tournament was a success, with an opening party at the clubhouse, followed by a wonderful cocktail party on the lanai around the pool, plus indoors around the fireplace at the home of Ann and Steve Howell on Thursday evening.  To top off the week, Saturday saw the group at a cocktail party and dinner at the Club. We were not only treated to a musical combo, but what was a pleasure to watch, the ballroom dancing of Eph Shulman and his wife. The wrap-up of the week was the Sunday brunch at the Club, and the awarding of the trophies.
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