Spoonhour and Dacey

Win Azalea Invitational

March 25 – 28, 2010

The Winter Park Croquet Club hosted the 16th playing of the Azalea Invitational, after a two-year hiatus, on March 25-28 at their courts on Park Avenue in Winter Park. The azaleas were in full bloom, and added a festive touch surrounding the court. The tournament was rain free, but just barely, as a front moved through Sunday afternoon flooding the area.

The opening party was held at the lawn on Wednesday, and was hosted by the club president jack Schott. Tournament Director Fred Jones distributed the booklets setting up a format of full round robin block play, followed by a triple elimination for Championship, and a double elimination for first flight, to which all players advanced.

In championship block play Spoonhour and Ron Huxtable led the group with a strong showing by Jim Turner. The championship ladder play took on some interesting turns. Jim Spoonhour, the favorite, both by handicap (-1.0) and block play (#1) and seeded with a bye, lost his first game to Linda Huxtable 12-11. Main factor in the game was the deadness. In the first loser bracket, Jim won his first game, and was defeated by Ron Huxtable. Now in the third bracket of the triple elimination, it was do or die. Jim defeated Jim Turner (26-4), Linda Huxtable (26-6), Jack Schott (19-12) to reach the finals against Ron Huxtable. Ron went down 26-10 to the ever-steady Jim Spoonhour. 

First flight was a mixture of a couple of seasoned players and a few beginners. It was amazing how well everyone in the flight got along. The stronger players critiqued to new players, and helped them during the actual games. In addition the championship players assisted when not playing. As a result we have three new players who are enthused about the game, and look forward to improving their skill.

Ray Dacey, when not assisting, managed to win all his matches, ending in first place, followed by Carol Themm, and Sandy Turner. Although the flight was fractured, there were some very interesting games, and some novel approaches to winning.

Socially the tournament was a huge success. Following the opening party courtside Wednesday, we met at the Hot Olive restaurant in downtown Winter park Thursday evening for cocktails and dinner. After an open evening Friday, Saturday saw us once again at the Dubsdred Tap Room, at the Dubsdred Country Club, for the annual Saturday night dinner, compliments of the Croquet Club

Sunday consisted of semi-finals and finals and awards. The courts and surroundings were cleaned up, equipment stored, and players departing before the rains came. Another great tournament.

Fred Jones

Tournament Director 

