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The seventh annual Boca Grande Invitational was played on three Gasparilla Inn courts as well as the single court at Boca Bay. There was a full house of players divided into four flights of eight players each The courts were in splendid shape, fast and level. However, this year the weather did not co-operate. Friday opened with a light drizzle, after raining throughout the night. But the storm was not over. About 10 AM, after leaving the courts due to lightning in the area, the torrential rain decided to come down. Within five minutes the courts were actually under water. Even though the courts are raised the water could not run off fast enough. With a lull in the weather we were again out on the courts. (Except for two corners, the courts were playable within 10 minutes after the rain stopped.) The afternoon saw another front come through [with more heavy rain. During the day we received 5 inches of rain. No needs to further water the lawns. Games were shortened to 65 minutes, and all but one sequence managed to finish the day. Saturday and Sunday were sunny, cool days, but were a welcome relief, and smiles returned.

Championship flight, with an average handicap of 0.4 consisted of two minus handicaps, Dick Sullivan of the Gasparilla Club and Jackie Jones of the Sarasota County Club, as well as five 1.0 handicaps. Dick Sullivan of Boca Bay was not up to his usual game due to a recent hip replacement, but Jackie Jones of the Sarasota County Club in Venice was, playing well throughout the tournament, ending up with six wins in seven games, taking first.  Kelley Newton kept things interesting by racking up 5 wins beating out Alan Cottle in the last game on Sunday to take second, Alan was third. 

Championship “B” going into the final seventh game on Sunday saw Don Mathieson of Gasparilla square off against Vic Lawrence of the Oaks in Osprey (Both are also members of Sarasota County) First place would be determined by this last match. Vic playing well out scored Don 15 – 10, to take the winner’s trophy. Vic was also last year’s winner. Third place went to Ted Kemp.

First flight was another hotly contested finish with Ann Nolte and Avril Rangoni-Machivelli each finishing with five wins. Both played extremely well, and the trophy awarded to Ann Nolte on net points

Second flight saw Bruce Huber with six wins; outpace both Rocco Mango and Steve Howell, each with five wins. Order of finish: Bruce Huber, Rocco Mango, and Steve Howell

As usual, the hosts, Gasparilla Mallet Club and the Boca Bay Croquet Club, wined and dined the participants throughout the three-day tournament. An opening party courtside on Thursday set the stage. Friday evening cocktails and dinner at the Gasparilla Inn was an evening to remember. With a delightful menu, consisting of a Gasparilla Salad, a choice of Angus Beef, or Pan Seared Wild Salmon followed by Key Lime Pie served in the private Pelican Room this was to be the delight of the tournament. 

Watching the sun go down on the Gulf of Mexico, with a cocktail in hand is a great way to start an evening. In fact so great that on Saturday evening, we watched the sunset, overlooking the Gulf from the Boca Bay Beach Club, cocktail in hand. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, baby lamb chops, shrimp, stuffed mushrooms and chicken sticks were the order of the day.

Not to be outdone, after two rounds of play Sunday morning, the awards luncheon was held in the Pelican Room, Gasparilla Inn, adjoining the courts. The “luncheon” took second only to the dinner Friday evening. After lunch, and while finishing the key lime pie and coffee, the awards were presented to the winners and runner-ups of the respective flights.

In addition to the winner and runner-up trophies, there were several mementoes handed out to the following:


For the gross wicket count :  Champ Flight Alan Cottle 131 wickets





          Champ B Flight Vic Lawrence 113 wickets





          1st flight Jack Montgomery 94 wickets





          2nd flight Rocco Mango 96 wickets


Also awards for the least net points: Names are classified

Kudos to Blaine Davis, Boca Bay resident, and Tournament Manager for a job well done. 

Submitted

Fred Jones

Tournament Director

