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I am not pointing fingers, but I'll tell you right now it wasn't me. I am also pretty certain that it wasn't even Chuck Whitlow, or John Warlick, or any of the other faux-talented croquet players I usually blame for, well, whatever I can. No, I think this one came from the almighty upstairs...from the ever-powerful USCA Office! Yes, they call it "Croquet Week", but when I woke up on the eighth morning unable to find a clean pair of socks, it dawned upon me...eight days does not make a week, croquet or otherwise! The lack of a clean thong pushed numbers even further through my delinquent brain cells: I didn't even teach the USCA School, which would have made this stretch eleven long days - way too out-of-bounds to be referred to as "Croquet Week"! All I am saying is that there were many tired people bumping into each this morning, mostly not on purpose, and that in the future we should call this "Croquet Week and 4/7th." No, not a great PR slogan, but at least those who blindly sign-up for everything can, at the very least, have the wherewithal to stash enough socks!


As I ranted on about a moment ago, "Croquet Week and 4/7th" actually began with two schools, one to master the basics, the shots and the strategy - the other "Tournament Prep School" to assist upcoming players with valuable insights upon preparation, strategies and approaches toward tournament play. If you have never done a USCA School, in either version...do! I'd be on the PGA tour right now if I had taken more than three golf lessons in my life. (OK...the Seniors Tour since July.) But that's just me...I like to figure things out on my own. In regard to croquet, one USCA croquet school will save you years of mastering the wrong stuff and then trying to fix it. All of those important croquet questions, such as "Are boxers or briefs better for you game?" (I have honestly been asked this at least twice) will be answered. No only is the experienced staff the best, but a great deal of fun is guaranteed!


Also a component of the "Eleven Long Days - We Take Mastercard" festivities is the three day long Golf Croquet Tournament. As I said in the Club Teams Final Ceremonies earlier today...those playing in the Club Teams usually show up the day before, catch the Finals of the Golf event and ask why they didn't play in it: "It looks like so much fun!" Well, luckily for many of you I am one beer short of explaining why you did not play in it, but you should have! I love golf croquet, as do many, and those that have not yet found the intricacies should play more. Plenty of play and great competition! And if you think this game is so easy...in one Semi-Final Dan Mol Sr. and his way-better half-in-so-many-ways-wife Paula took four, and I'll say it again, four hours until Dan had the chance to sit down (hemorrhoid problem) with a 6-7, 7-6, 7-4 victory. Dan then upset the favorite Johnny Mitchell (victor over Dan Mol Jr. in the other Semi) in just over an hour with 7-4 and 7-5 wins. As Paula said, "I'm happy for him being victorious...in public. Later on I intend to take a tire iron to...wait...you are not going to write about this, are you?"


After a short trip to the hospital, on Wednesday morning Dan Mol Sr., now teamed with wife Paula (without the tire-iron) showed up at the National Croquet Center to join the forty-one other teams vying for both personal glory and the coveted Lyons Trophy. Yes, this was the Main Event of "If  We Get Them Really Tired Over Eleven Days They Will Bid More At The USCA Silent Auction Week"! Generally speaking, there were five Flights involved, with each doubles team representing (cough) their home club. Points were allotted within each Flight, these determined by the Final Order. Three Divisions were in play dependant upon the entrants, with individual honors for each. And no, I am honestly not certain what all of that all means either.


Yes, in many ways the Club Teams numbers are somewhat complicated. While the amount of teams each Club sends does count a bit, performance itself does determine the overall outcome...kind of. As mentioned, five Flights were in play. Two and a half days of block play leads to double-elimination ladders...except for the Championship Flight, which was blessed with a triple elimination ladder. Almost 95% of the participants make the Playoffs and attitudes start casual, this fact potentially explaining the next paragraph.


Each year, during the "The USCA Croquet Week & Change", a very dangerous date, in this case the first day of play, falls upon the calendar. That's right...St Patrick's Day! And while that alone would not cause fear for most small children and animals, it is a day throughout which Bombay is notorious for celebrating, well, itself. And celebrate hard they did.


You have to understand...Bombay does not simply show up with mallets in cases, but with cases of small little bottles of rum. And no, size does not matter. Enough small bottles equals much frivolity. "Do you have an extra bottle?" "Yes." This exchange could be heard often upon the first day of play. Twenty-four hours later: "How did you do yesterday?" Bernie Pattie's answer: "Isn't it still yesterday?" For the next three mornings I asked NYCC past-president Doug Moore what he had done the night before? "Dude...all I know is that I was here sometime during the day."


Of course, not all players showed up each day in need of a map of the wicket order, in most cases drawn upon their hands. Block matches were timed at one hour and fifteen minutes for all Flights except for the Championship Division players, whose games were timed at one hour and thirty minutes. All Playoff games were one hour and twenty minutes and eleven lawns were used throughout.  "I've lost my map," claimed Bombay Member Cheryl Harders! "Look at your other hand," declared partner Guy Brown. Both players, by the way, tried to take the Tournament Director's head off for being put in the First Flight. They then went 7-0 in Block play, and thus they both know where to put (nothing personal)  their small rum bottles.


By the dawn of the tenth day of "Croquet Week" things had calmed down. The night before all of the participants, and many more, had stumbled into the Annual Meeting and the Participant's Dinner. Speeches were made and a lot of applause erupted. My girlfriend, Lauren Hammond, looked beautiful! (That statement has little to do with the story,  but I will get Bonus Points.) Combined with a wonderful Opening Reception, fantastic lunches and an amazing Final's Brunch, the social aspects of the entire "week" was phenomenal. In the 'thanks' department, a big bottle of rum goes to Archie Peck and the Ground's Crew. After a long season with heavy play and beaten-up lawns, Archie made a super effort to make certain that even those who were seeing two wickets per shot had peaceful ground upon which to navigate. And along these lines, great thanks also go out to the overworked USCA staff....Membership Director, Ursula Peck, Tournament Services Coordinator, Erica Sherman, and the sexy smart and sophisticated Office Manager (she signs my checks) Shereen Hayes. Finally, and certainly not to be listed last...intense appreciation goes out to the entire Sandy James Catering staff for the great food and hospitality, particularly bartenders Shane and Sharon for putting up with such a large field, St. Croix and, well, Ted Prentis.


And thus we come to the eleventh day. In the Championship Flight, the '100 Proof Team' of John Young III-Doug Moore (Bombay) looked to be the favorites going into the Finals against local favorites Jim Taylor and "The Other Guy" Chuck Whitlow (PGA). John & Doug, looking sexier, more dashing, daring and hung-over...this sure looked like a sure thing! Well, not so much. "The Other Guy", after some great play by Jim, played a wonderful turn, captured a great lead and received a great round of applause, only to realize he had left the perfect wire. It was Moore who took this wire, looking great for a couple shots until he missed a 3-foot roquet. Game for PGA - 18-10.


It was perhaps the First Flight that proved the better viewing vehicle. Dan Mol, still suffering from hemorrhoids and other unverified injuries, was teamed with "Southpaw" Paula (Heatherwood) . In the Semis, playing against the sexiest team of the event, Ruth Summers & Gerry McCaulay (NCC),  they won with a 16-14 score. The bad news for the Mol team, celebrating their 13th (and possibly last) wedding anniversary, was that they now had to play the Final Match against the most unstable (in many ways) Bombay team of Les "The Commissioner" Kelly and John "I have no nickname" Warlick. "In eighty minutes you two will be devastated," uttered Warlick. "But I'll still have a beautiful wife," responded Dan. And thus Dan and Paula (mostly a happy Paula) won with the score of 16-13.


In the Second Flight, Perry Mattson and Randall McAndrews (Woodlawn), though losing the Winner's Bracket Semi-Final to Alexis Gagne-Laura O'Laughlin (Chicago) would find a chance for revenge. After beating George Fuller-Ted Cooley (Bombay) without question (18-10), the best game of the event erupted. I am not sure how many extra turns were completed, but I do know that those who ate lunch earlier were now glancing at the dinner menu. Eventually, one wicket and one attack finished it...Mattson (who played fantastic all week) scored rover and hit the peg for a 15-13 Finals!


The Third Flight found two Bombay teams battling it out in the Finals. Karen Heckman was one of the winners, which makes me happy....for she works so hard for the Bombay Club and, in a twist, lives there! Her partner, Linda Guthrie , I am also more than happy to acknowledge! Linda and her late husband did more for croquet than anyone could ever imagine in the State of Georgia. I am sad that I have forgotten too many of my best memories, all at the Guthrie court.  I am, though, so happy to see her back and hope that we see her more often! Their 13-12 victory came at the hands of hard charging Flavia Logie and Patrick O'Laughlin. Of note: Carie Shapiro and Rebeca Bergofsky went 8-0 in Block play!



The Fourth Flight was one of the more competitive ever. West River's Rodney Calver & Tom Stoner (who did not lose a game all week!) won the Finals over Woodlawn's Charles Alexander-Timothy McCormick (13-10). Rodney said Wednesday: "What the hell am I doing here? I'm English...what do I have to do with St. Patrick's Day? I hope I win a game this week." Apparently, his hopes were ten-fold. 


As a final thought...if you were here this week, it didn't much matter how you finished...I have no doubt that you had a great time. In Croquet we play against ourselves, and that keeps us coming back. We play with friends...which keeps us coming back. The Chicago Croquet Club won honors in the Third Division. Woodlawn Croquet won the Second. And yes, Bombay won both the First Division and the Lyons Trophy. My guess is that no matter how these Clubs finished, they would be back next year. Congratulations go out to Bombay, and more importantly, to everyone who felt that they played above their own expectations. Till next year...

JCO



FINAL ORDER

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT

1. CHUCK WHITLOW-JIM TAYLOR


PGA



4

2. JOHN YOUNG III-DOUG MOORE


BOMBAY


3

3. DICK BRACKETT-CHUCK LOVING


NCC



2

4. JOHNNY MITCHELL-BILL MARTIN


NCC



1

5. DEREK WASSINK-BOB CHILTON


NCC


6. JOHN PHANEUF-PAULA PHANEUF


PGA

7. ED O’LAUGHLIN-BILL HOY



BOMBAY

FIRST FLIGHT

1. DAN MOL Sr.-PAULA MOL



HEATHERWOOD

4

2. JOHN WARLICK-LES KELLEY


BOMBAY


3

3. RUTH SUMMERS-GERRY McCAULEY

NCC



2

4. MARY HOLT MAXWELL-BARBARA LEEMING
GREENWICH


1

5. GUY BROWN-CHERYL HARDERS


BOMBAY

5. JUSTIN BERBIG-DAVID COHEN


NYCC

7. LUCILLE MARESCA-BETTY WHITLOW

PGA

7. LINDA PRICKETT-MARGO STINSON


PGA

SECOND FLIGHT

1. PERRY MATTSON-RANDALL McANDREWS

WOODLAWN


5

2. ALEXIS GAGNE-LAURA O’LAUGHLIN

CHICAGO


4

3. GEORGE FULMER-TED COOLEY


BOMBAY


3

4. ANDREE BOTHE-BERNIE PATTIE


BOMBAY


2

5. RICK MOL-DAN MOL Jr.



HEATHERWOOD

1

5. GORDON PAUL-MARY ANNE PAUL


BERMUDA


1

7. LEE HANNA-LYNN LeBLANC


BOMBAY

7. BOB THEURKAUF-TINA THEURKAUF

GREENWICH

9. JOY BRADFORD-JOAN MURPHY


PGA

THIRD FLIGHT

1. LINDA GUTHRIE-KAREN HECKMAN


BOMBAY


5

2. FLAVIA LOGIE-PATRICK O’LAUGHLIN

BOMBAY


4

3. TOM CASEY-BOB LOWERY



NYCC



3

4. VICTORIA ALBRECHT-JULIE WALLACE

PGA



2

5. REBECA BERGOFSKY-CARIE SHAPIRO

NCC



1

5. CALVERT CHANEY-LIDDY CHANEY


WEST RIVER


1

7. STURGIS HASKINS-JEANNE FERNALD

WOODLAWN

7. MISSY DIACK-CARLA RUECK


PGA

9. LEON LEITHER-MARY LEITHER


NEW ALBANY

10. JULIA CARRELL-ELAINE DOW


WOODLAWN

FOURTH FLIGHT

1. RODNEY CALVER-TOM STONER


WEST RIVER


4

2. CHARLES ALEXANDER-TIMOTHY McCORMICK
WOODLAWN


3

3. BRIAN COOKE-ERINN COOKE


GREENWICH


2

4. SUSAN SAVAGE-PETER STEVENS


WEST RIVER


1

5. MARY ROBB-KAREN COOLEY


BOMBAY

5. KRISTINE MOL-MELL MOL



HEATHERWOOD

7. MARYANN BROCKLEY-GAIL RUBIN


NCC

7. ANN SPANGLER HOY-MONA FULMER

BOMBAY
LYONS TROPHY DIVISIONS

DIVISION ONE

Bombay Mallet & Wicket Croquet Club


20

Croquet Club at PGA National



6

National Croquet Club




6

DIVISION TWO

Woodlawn Croquet




8


West River Wickets




6

Heatherwood Hills Croquet Club



5

Greenwich Croquet Club



2

DIVISION THREE

Chicago Croquet Club




4

New York Croquet Club




3

Croquet Club of Bermuda



1

New Albany Country Club



0

