2010 GREEN GABLES WINTER TOURNAMENT

The Beach Club & The Breakers Hotel

Palm Beach, Florida
February 18-21, 2010


As proof that wisdom does indeed come with time, one should first take a look at The Green Gables Croquet Club. Though formed over fifty years ago, it was probably only about a decade past when, on one typical Spring Lake (New Jersey) February morning, two members wandered over to the lawn for a little knock.


Sadly, troubles were found even before the first ball was struck. The coin, tossed properly and called appropriately, proved hard to locate as it settled comfortably into the three inches of snow. And things failed to get much better. Even with the order of play finally determined, blue discovered it was more than impossible to reach the first wicket, let alone make it. The player of red then found it impossible to even see the blue ball, let alone jump over or hit it. "This snow is rubbish," said red, "let's go inside, get warm and drink heavily!" "But I want to play croquet," blue responded. "Me too," sighed red. And then, "Wait, I've got it! Let's go to Florida, enjoy the sunshine, play some croquet, dance a little and get hammered!" And with that statement, a new chapter of Green Gables history began.


This year twenty-six participated in what has become a tradition: The Green Gables Winter Tournament. Sure, while a few of the participants may already winter in Florida, about half of the field flew or drove down for the festivities. Whether they were looking for competitive croquet, a stiff drink or to connect with good friends, all ended the event more than happy.


Two lawns at The Beach Club and one at the Breakers Hotel set the tone. Three Flights of both Singles and Waterford Doubles divided the field and matches were timed at one hour and fifteen minutes. Double banking reared it's ugly head on occasion, but the schedule was arranged more for enjoyment rather than intense competition.


Murray Pollock, pre-tournament favored, captured the Championship Flight Singles in an 11-8 battle of wits against the improving Jodie Rugart. Kit Crowley, the only player to compete in singles only, used her abundance of energy to out-duel Jim McQuade (19-12) in the First Flight. Newcomer Clair Finn, going undefeated throughout the event, captured both the First Flight Doubles and the Second Flight Singles with a 22-18 victory against Anne Montgomery. Murray also captured the Championship Flight Doubles while steady Elmer Matthews took Second Flight Doubles honors.


While trophies were not awarded for off-court antics, the competition in this area was also fierce. Murray Pollock managed the event and John Osborn directed the play, but it was certainly Herb Roemmele and Carol Neves who lit the candles after dark. While both hosted the opening cocktail party, with an encore Friday night, it has always been and still is Herb's "Big Bash" Saturday night party which is both the memory magnet and the ultimate highlight of the tournament. Held at The Beach Club, this is always one of the great parties of the year, and this one was no exception! 


Yes, there were a couple chilly mornings, but overall this event offered some wonderful croquet, the chance to catch up with good friends and a warmth that could be felt throughout. If you are a Green Gables Croquet Club member and found yourself shoveling snow during this event, you certainly need a strategy lesson before next year. This event was simply fantastic!
-John C. Osborn (TD)

FINAL ORDER OF FINISH:


CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES

1. MURRAY POLLOCK

2. JODIE RUGART

3. JERRY LUECKE

4. HERB ROEMMELE

4. JACK MONTGOMERY

6. JOANNE NAPPI

6. ELLEN HALL

6. PATRICIA DUNCAN

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. KIT CROWLEY

2. JIM McQUADE

3. ANNE IX

4. MOLLY GOODMAN

5. BRENDA POLLOCK

5. MARGARET MIHLON

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES
1. CLAIR FINN

2. ANNE MONTGOMERY

3. ROBERT WELLS

4. JEANNE SPIOTTA

5. ANN STEMPLE

6. DIANE FITZSIMONS

CHAMPIONSHIP DOUBLES

1. MURRAY POLLOCK

2. JERRY LUECKE

3. PATRICIA DUNCAN

4. JACK MONTGOMERY

5. MOLLY GOODMAN

6. ELLEN HALL

7. JODIE RUGART

8. BRENDA POLLOCK

9. MARGARET MIHLON

10. BOB SPIOTA

11. HERB ROMMELE

12. JOANNE NAPPI

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. CLAIR FINN

2. ANN IX

3. DIANE FITZSIMONS

4. CAROL NEVES

5. JEANNE SPIOTTA

6. ANNE MONTGOMERY

7. ROBERT WELLS

8. ANN STEMPLE

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. ELMER MATTHEWS

2. JOHN CROWDDICK

3. ALINA PORTER

4. MILLIE BROGAN
5. JEAN KENNY

6. HERB PORTER

