TOXAWAY MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE

On a typical clear, sparkling day in the North Carolina mountains, croquet enthusiasts in the Carolinas and surrounding area were given an extraordinary treat on Saturday, July 10. The Lake Toxaway Mountain Challenge was held at the spectacular lake side venue for croquet which was opened two years ago. The guests were welcomed by hosts from the Lake Toxaway Mallet Club, who passed out programs and souvenir fans containing the Club's logo. Featuring two world class players, Danny Huneycutt and Sherif Abdelwahab, and narrated by Damon Bidencope, the Golf Croquet competition featured spectacular shot making and fascinating strategy that was a new experience for the 140 attendees who witnessed a very special exhibition of croquet. Both players acknowledged that the courts, which are located beside the four star Greystone Inn resort, present a playing surface which is "as good as any we have ever played on". The competition was intense, with Danny getting out to an early lead, Sheriff coming back from down 4 to 6 to even the match at 6, with a strategic positioning shot for yellow at the winning wicket, while setting up red to make the shot to tie. Sherif's winning shot from the line just bounced off the wicket and Danny then made the shot to win. Following the contest the players mingled with the spectators while sampling champagne and eating strawberries and cream supplied by the Lake Toxaway Country Club staff. The event was sponsored by the USCA and the Lake Toxaway CC in an effort to promote croquet in America. A similar event will be held in NY, Palm Springs and Palm Beach, but the beautiful setting in the NC mountains provided a unique environment that can not be duplicated.
