The Mar-a-Lago Singles Invitational

Always seen as an oasis within Palm Beach, Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club was recently honored to have had twenty-two players (maxed-out) compete within its 12th Annual Singles Invitational. In keeping with a  long  history of great weather, nothing but sun shone upon the two courts in use, the two Flights sharing space between the two lawns. The lawns, amongst if not the best in the world, allowed everyone to play without experiencing the drama of old hoop holes or the slopes often traditional upon other facilities. 


Admittedly, the cast of characters who were invited to this event were somewhat hand-picked...and the field is filled quite quickly. Everyone is welcomed,  but limitations constrict  both the numbers and those who can enjoy the amazing Mar-a-Lago lunches, let alone the great company of good friends.


Within the two Flights, four players progressed to a Single-elimination ladder.  Matches throughout were timed at one hour and fifteen  minutes, but long overtimes became the standard. The Championship Flight involved those with handicaps of 6-9, while the First Flight was an Open Division for 10 and above.  And while the overall predictions may have played out as expected, upsets within block play were common.


The Mar-a-Lago Singles Invitational is a collection of friends, and thus the play-by-play is best for personal consumption. The results are published below, and though  results were not the purpose of this event, some participants did excel.


The Mar-a-Lago Club hopes that all within the battle also enjoyed all that Mar-a-Lago had to offer - it is a magical place. Just as an afterthought, players improve and move on, no longer falling within the thin entry perimeters involved within both our Singles and Doubles Invitationals. After the 2009 Invitational, three players (Guy Brown, Bill Cooley and Jodie Rugart) experienced handicap changes which no longer allowed them the pleasure of playing at Mar-a-Lago. They had 'graduated', and  I foresee the same outcome for a few honored quests who played this year.


Looking into the future, the schedule for The Mar-a-Lago Club next year may well include a "Past Champions" event...one Singles Tournament open to those who have uncovered success in the many past years. Stay tuned, but until then, please find below the Final Order of Play for our 2010 Singles Invitational.

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT:

1. John Joseph

2. Gerry McCauley

3. Gwynneth Selinger

4. Tina Theurkauf

5. Lauren Hammond

5. Roxanne Rosetto

5. Patricia Duncan

5. Ron Atkins

9. Kit Crowley

9. Bob Theurkauf

9. Josephine Stetson

12. Joy Bradford

FIRST FLIGHT:

1. Jennifer Joseph

2. Robin Sweet

3. Carie Shapiro

3. Carla Rueck

5. Neal Hochman

5. Helen Jones

7. Alina Porter

7. Harry "Spinner" Ketchum

7. Ann Licursi

10. Kelso Sutton

-John C. Osborn

Director of Croquet

The Mar-a-Lago Club
