2010 Midwest Regional – Tulsa, Oklahoma

The Midwest Regional was held in Tulsa, Oklahoma on June 16 - June 20 sponsored by the Tulsa Croquet Club.  A large field of 37 players with handicaps ranging from -2 to 16 came ready to play.  The weather was hot.  We had temperatures up to 98 degrees and very few clouds in the sky.  Our only relief was on Wednesday afternoon a short storm came through with 50 mph wind and downpour of rain.  Most took cover in their vehicles, some went to the new community center and the hard-core players held out under the tent.  Once it was past, the games resumed in nice cool weather for about an hour, and then it got hot and muggy.  But all in all, the games were completed and we survived.
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In Championship Flight, Britt Ruby won tight finals against Matt Smith by one wicket.  Matt got some early deadness giving Ruby an early lead.  Although Matt got a late break, he was not able to close the gap.  Matt Baird and George Cochran tied for third.  In doubles Britt Ruby and John Dill came in first, followed by Matt Smith and Matt Griffith.  Third place went to Jeff Caldwell and Joe Franz.
In First Flight, a new comer to Tulsa, Cameron Coates, won against Bob Baker.  Cameron got an early 4-ball-break and almost made it rover.   Bob got a 4-ball-break later, but could not catch up.  Cameron put together a second 4-ball-break with his second ball and the game was over.  Bob Bozeman and Wendell Thompson tied for third. In doubles, Harold Menzel and Ronnie Summers came in first after getting in the playoffs by a tie break of just 2 wickets.  Bob Baker and Glen Taylor were second.  
In Second Flight, a new player playing in his first singles tournament, Kevin McQuiqq, won every match including a close finals match against Ron Millican.   Deborah Millican and Debbie Arthur tied for third.  Second Flight had a double round robin.  The victors were Kevin McQuiqq and Debbie Arthur followed by the Millicans, Ron and Deborah.  Third place went to Lois Holdsclaw and Harriet Peake.
We experienced significant damage to the court over the harsh winter and we were not able to repair the playing surface to its former quality prior to the tournament. Even though it was frustrating to play around certain wickets, players were very understanding and we all look forward to having better courts again soon. And although it was hot everyone seemed to have a good time and got to play a lot of croquet.

Matt Baird

Tournament Director

