2010 New York Open Association Croquet Championship 

Jun 17-20, 2010

Central Park, New York, NY


The second annual New York Open Association Croquet Championship was held on two full-size courts in New York’s Central Park June 17-20, 2010. Seven players, including three St. John’s College alumni and two other newcomers to Association croquet tournament play, competed in a double round-robin over three and a half days, with a final match between the first- and second-placed players in the block. This Eights-style format provided a lot of useful experience for all and enough games to put every new AC player’s name on the world ranking list.
The New York Croquet Club’s Tim Rapuano and fast-rising St. John’s alum Micah Beck both turned in excellent performances, with Micah’s 26-24 upset of tournament organizer Stuart Lawrence in the first round on Thursday serving notice that he was not to be underestimated. Stuart recovered from that loss, and a nagging tennis elbow provoked by excessive hoop-pounding and string-winding, to win his remaining eleven games in the round robin, finishing four of them with triple peels. Nine wins each earned Micah and Tim chances at the best-of-three final, but Micah had to leave town early on Sunday and conceded the finals spot to Tim.  
After Stuart won the best-of-three final +16, +24tp, Tim claimed he was “croqueted out,” but when last seen he was playing golf croquet with Templeton Peck after all the other players had packed up and gone home. 
Photos of the tournament are online courtesy of Tim Rapuano.

Round-robin results:

Tim Rapuano

beat
Jake Crabbs

+18

Eugene Nathanson
beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+10

Micah Beck

beat
Stuart Lawrence

+2

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+25tp

Tim Rapuano

beat
Ralph Charles

+21

Micah Beck

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+10

Eugene Nathanson
beat
Jake Crabbs

+19

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Ralph Charles

+23tp

Tim Rapuano

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+6

Micah Beck

beat
Ralph Charles

+17

Tristan Evans-Wilent
beat
Jake Crabbs

+14

Tim Rapuano

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+9

Micah Beck

beat
Jake Crabbs

+22

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Tim Rapuano

+24tp

Eugene Nathanson
beat
Ralph Charles

+8

Jake Crabbs

beat
Ralph Charles

+1

Micah Beck

beat
Tim Rapuano

+19

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+22

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Jake Crabbs

+22

Micah Beck

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+17

Tristan Evans-Wilent
beat
Ralph Charles

+1

Tim Rapuano

beat
Jake Crabbs

+7

Ralph Charles

beat
Micah Beck

+2

Tristan Evans-Wilent
beat
Eugene Nathanson
7

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Jake Crabbs

+26

Eugene Nathanson
beat
Ralph Charles

+23

Micah Beck

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+14

Eugene Nathanson
beat
Jake Crabbs

+2

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Ralph Charles

+26

Tim Rapuano

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+24

Micah Beck

beat
Jake Crabbs

+18

Tim Rapuano

beat
Ralph Charles

+8

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Tristan Evans-Wilent
+21tp

Ralph Charles

beat
Jake Crabbs

+14

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+11

Tim Rapuano

beat
Micah Beck

+16

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Micah Beck

+19

Stuart Lawrence

beat
Tim Rapuano

+6

Micah Beck

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+1

Tristan Evans-Wilent
beat
Jake Crabbs

+6

Tim Rapuano

beat
Eugene Nathanson
+16 

Tristan Evans-Wilent
beat
Ralph Charles

+6

Final (best of 3):

Stuart Lawrence beat Tim Rapuano +16, +24tp

Order of finish:

1. Stuart Lawrence (13 wins, 5tps)

2. Tim Rapuano (9 wins)

3. Micah Beck (9 wins)

4. Eugene Nathanson (5 wins)

4. Tristan Evans-Wilent
(5 wins)

6. Ralph Charles (2 wins)

7. Jake Crabbs
(1 win)

