The 2010 Nine Wicket National Championships were a great success. 

Friday was the start of singles block play. There were 16 players entered in the singles block. With three blocks of players, everyone played five games. Eight came out of the blocks to compete in the playoffs. The semis consisted of George Cochran vs. Nick Zink and Bill Martin vs. Billy Bob Breeden. George Cochran and Bill Martin were the winners and returned to face off on Sunday morning. In the end, George prevailed 28 to 20 over Bill. This was George's second National Nine Wicket Singles Championship in three years.
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There were two divisions for doubles this year. The 9W National First Flight Championship winners were Greg Adams and partner Troy White who prevailed over Ron & Debra Millican. Two teams tied for third, Debbie Breeden & Jodi Adams and Eric & Caren Sawyer.

The Championship division games pitted Matt Smith & Nick Zink against Matt Griffith & Billy Bob Breeden, while Matt Baird & Jeff Caldwell played George Cochran & Don Oakley. It was a tough battle but Matt Smith & Nick Zink became National Doubles Champions, by winning over Matt Baird and Jeff Caldwell 32 - 25.
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Lunches were provided each day with individual custom orders taken for sandwiches and pizza.
After singles play on Friday, everyone headed over to Kactus Creek Croquet Club on Matt Griffith's farm. The evening was filled with food, drinks and lots of good conversation. Not to mention that the court was full with groups playing golf croquet into the night.

On Saturday afternoon the skies started turning dark. We had planned to use the outdoor pavilion at the sports complex for our tournament dinner. However, fearing a downpour, a change of plans became necessary. While play continued to finish up, we hurried back to my shop where Jeff and my wife Rose and I quickly made room and set up an area to host the tournament dinner. Luckily we were able to find just enough tables and chairs to accommodate everyone. It was a good thing because the rain did come.

After dinner and awards presentation, Eric asked to say a few words. We had noticed that he and Caren had brought a large suitcase into the dinner. Eric talked about how much they enjoyed participating in the tournament, this being their third year. Eric commented on how smoothly the tournament is always ran and appreciated the organization and planning that goes into it each year. In recognition of being tournament director, they presented me with an antique rogue croquet set. It is in excellent shape and will be a treasured addition to my ever-growing collection of croquet memorabilia.

While the weather was a bit warmer and more unpredictable this year the tournament was again a success and we look forward to growing it next year. We will be having Championship and First Flight in both singles and doubles in 2011. Look for dates to come.

TD 
Matt Griffith

Tournament: 
9 Wicket Nationals - 2010

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Finishing Order

Place
CHAMPIONSHIP Singles

1
George Cochran       

2
Bill Martin          

3
Billy Bob Breeden    

3
Nick Zink            

5
Matt Baird           

5
Jeff Caldwell        

5
Matt Smith           

5
John Warlick         

9
Greg Clouse

9
Eric Sawyer          

10
Don Brooks           

10
Pat Garner           

10
Don Oakley           

10
Dylan Goodwin        

14
Matt Griffith        

14
Jason Cole           

Place
Championship Doubles

1
Matt Smith/Nick Zink

2
Matt Baird/Jeff Caldwell

3
George Cochran/Don Oakley

3
Matt Griffith/Billy Bob Breeden

5
Bill Martin/John Warlick

5
Don Brooks/Johnny Nichols

Place 
First Flight Doubles

1
Greg Adams/Troy White

2
Don Millican/Deborah Millican

3
Eric Sawyer/Caren Sawyer

3
Jodi Adams/Debbie Breeden

5
Pat Garner/Jason Cole

