SARASOTA COUNTY CROQUET CLUB

SPRING INVITATIONAL

April 9 - 11, 2010

The SCCC held it’s fifth annual Spring Invitational on three full size lawns.  The lawns, while they played reasonably well, were struggling to come back after the long winter chill that Florida experienced this year.  Each day of warm weather continues to improve the quality and quantity of the grass.  The newly painted wickets were set very tightly which was a problem for many (not a grass issue, a shooting issue) – no follow through, no go through.

A field of 23 was divided into three flights enjoying the beautiful sunny warm FL days until Sunday morning’s rain, wind and lightning caused cancellation of some matches.  However, in spite of the delay and the bravery or stupidity of some who decided to play in “questionable” weather, all games were completed by noon time.

The opening party was held at the home of Fred and Jackie Jones.  All were treated to a delightful ham dinner.

Championship with six players (handicap –0.5 to 3) played a round robin to a single elimination ladder with the number one seed,Vic Lawrence and number two seed, Jackie Jones getting byes.  Russ Cuccia, a SCCC member, (3 hdc and recently moved up to championship level) with just two wins in the block, went undefeated in the ladder, to take first in the play-off against Bill Grimsdale.

First flight had nine players with handicaps from 4.5 to 9, playing a block having six games with a play-off.  There were three tied with 4 wins in the block; but because of the weather limiting games, the top two by net points, Ray Stoy and Cassandrs Gaisor played off with Stoy taking first.
Second flight (hdc 9 –12) with 8 players, played a full block with no play-off.  Gabriella Tuscano went undefeated with 7 wins earned first, and Ken Whitford with 6 wins loosing only to Gabriella was awarded second.
Socially, in addition to the opening party, “Attitude adjustment” followed play each day, and delightful lunches were served courtside by the SCCC “luncheon ladies”, and all were treated to a most delicious pizza party at the club house in Russ and Mary Beth Cuccia’s development.

This invitational was the climax of a busy season at the Sarasota County Croquet Club, having hosted three invitationals, a club singles and a doubles championship all sanctioned by USCA, plus the usual monthly events held year round.
Jackie Jones

Tournament Manager

