THE 2010 WESTHAMPTON MALLET CLUB INVITATIONAL

Westhampton Beach, Long Island, New York

June 17-20, 2010


Unlike the previous year, one in which rain became an understatement, this year’s WMC Invitational was blessed with weather nothing short of perfect. Thirty-seven players did battle upon five lawns scattered among three locations. Singles and Waterford Doubles were played within all three Flights and matches were timed at one hour and fifteen minutes. 


Favorite Barry Gibson captured the Championship Flight in an error prone (17-11) Finals game while Conrad Rugart, with an abundance of aggressive play, defeated rising star Justin Berbig (21-20) in a gem of a well played match to take First Flight honors. The Second Flight Final, featuring George Mathys vs. Rocco Mango, was postponed due to a personal conflict.


As is always the case, the atmosphere in Westhampton Beach is casual, and thus the matches were relaxed throughout. Bare-feet still works here, as do smiles and laughter, both on and off the lawns. Social activities were highlighted by the opening reception at the home of Joan and Charles Lazarus, Thursday night’s courtside BBQ, the fantastic lobster dinner hosted by George and Mary Anne Mathys, and the Finals Luncheon. Continental breakfasts and scrupulous lunches kept everyone well fed throughout. 


Extra thanks go out to Joan & Charles, as well as to Ruth Summers, for the use of their beautiful lawns. Ruth, Club President, worked tirelessly (assisted by a fantastic group of volunteers too numerous to name) in making this one of the best Invitationals in the esteemed 51 year long Club history.  


Due to time constraints, a complete report about everything fit to print (and probably some more) will be found within future additions of the USCA Croquet News and the Croquet Calendar. Until then, please find below the Final Order of Play.

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Barry Gibson

2. Reine Bitting

3. Carol Mayo

3. Jodie Rugart

5. Ruth Summers

5. Sandy Walsh

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Conrad Rugart

2. Justin Berbig

3. David Cohen

3. Mark Benincase

5. Lucie Bard

6. Beatty Cramer

6. Jim Tiberg

6. Lauren Hammond

9. Hope Harmon

9. Louis Norris

9. Michael Seele

9. Rebeca Bergofsky

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES

1. George Mathys

1. Rocco Mango

3. Helga Seele

3. Neal Hochman

5. Carla Rueck

6. Colleen Rogers

6. Jane Mango

6. Kelso Sutton

6. Penny Ferraro

10. Debbie Morgan

10. Julia Wallace

10. Pat Barile

10. Warren Hamer

14. Emily Schelter

14. Freear Pollard

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Justin Berbig-Barry Gibson

2. Reine Bitting-Louis Norris

3. Zoe deRopp-Mark Benincase

4. Sandy Walsh-Carol Mayo

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Hope Harmon-Rebeca Bergofsky

2. Rocco Mango-David Cohen

3. Lauren Hammond-George Mathys

4. Lucie Bard-Beatty Cramer

5. Jim Tiberg-Lyn Hamer

6. Colleen Rogers-Michael Seele

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Neal Hochman-Mary Anne Mathys

2. Helga Seele-Carla Rueck

3. Pat Barile-Sally McGrath

4. Warren Hamer-Jane Mango

5. Freear Pollard-Penny Ferraro

6. Kelso Sutton-Julia Wallace

