15-17 March 2009
Golf Croquet Championships
by John Osborn

Don’t mess with the Heatherwood Hills Croquet Club. Once a year the Club members descend upon the Palm Beaches seeking gold, silver and bronze within both The Golf Croquet Championships and the Club Team Championships, the members swarming into “Croquet Week” hoping to leave nothing but devastation behind them. Well, not really. And certainly not this year.  


The Golf Croquet Championships is a quick event – two days of intensive block play leading to one day of Playoffs. This year there were two Flights of nine, the top four from each gaining the chance to play that final day. Yes, the Theiste contingent from Heatherwood Hills had arrived and was ready to do battle. But the Mol-Herin portion? Well, limping into West Palm Beach was more like it. To quote the very proper Paula Mol: “Delta sucks!”


While the weather in the Palm Beaches was beautiful, the rest of the country offered no such perks. Croquet players somehow disappeared into an air-traffic void, and with both luggage and mallets fairing far worse, over one third of the Golf Croquet field was unable to make the first day of play. Those participants who were present formed a circle. “Look,” one said while pointing at the Tournament Director, “you can actually see his hair turning gray!”


To make a long story short, all of the block matches were miraculously completed by the end of day two! In order to do this, of course, seven of the eighteen players endured eight matches that day! And as it turned out, many of them endured quite well!


In the Championship Flight, Trevor Herin looked much the best after an 8-0 block record. In one semi-final and not without resistance, Trevor would dismiss of David McCoy (4-4 in block play) in two (7-4, 7-3) games. In the other semi, Mik Mehas (6-2 block) had a harder time with long-shot Peder (5-3 block) Theiste. While Peder had defeated Mik 7-6 within the preliminary rounds, Mik eventually showed more consistency in a 7-4, 7-5 victory. And in an echo of last years Finals, one in which Trevor won 7-5 and 7-6, Mik found himself under pressure from the very beginning, finally falling to the steady Trevor – the winning scores being improved to 7-3 and 7-5. 


The First Flight semi-finals also saw some familiar faces. (No pun intended.) Jet-lagged or not, Paula Mol, 7-1 within the block and third in last year’s adventure, outplayed Dan Mol Jr. (5-3 block) with impressive 7-3 and 7-2 scores. On the other side of the draw, last year’s Champion Dave Mol (7-1 block) had both a long and hard fought battle against Greg Thompson (6-2 block). Though the match lasted almost three hours, Dave would prevail, the final results reading 7-4, 4-7 and 7-1. And things would not get easier, wickets swapped with regularity throughout the Final’s match. Paula would, eventually, prevail (7-5, 6-7 and 7-4) with shots entertaining to all those present! “I love Delta!” stated the apparently delusional Paula.


Finally, despite the unforeseen delays and alterations imposed upon the event, the relaxed and easy-going nature of the players made this tournament thoroughly enjoyable. Great weather and great shooting always make for an entertaining event, but it is the cast of characters that make any croquet tournament fantastic. And this one was fantastic! Until next year, below please find the final recap of all of the action…  

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT

1. Tevor Herin

2. Mik Mehas

3. David McCoy

3. Peder Theiste

5. Dan Mol Sr.

6. Tom Herin

7. Dave Theiste

7. Johnny Mitchell

7. Bob Chilton

Block Results:

8-0 Trevor Herin

6-2 Mik Mehas

5-3 Peder Theiste

4-4 Dan Mol Sr.

4-4 David McCoy

3-5 Tom Herin

2-6 Johnny Mitchell

2-6 Dave Theiste

2-6 Bob Chilton

FIRST FLIGHT

1. Paula Mol

2. Dave Mol

3. Dan Mol Jr.

3. Greg Thompson

5. Mango Rocco

5. Anders Theiste

5. Beth Ann Theiste

8. Rick Mol

9. Elizabeth Galle

Block Results:

7-1 Paula Mol

7-1 Dave Mol

6-2 Greg Thompson

5-3 Dan Mol Jr.

3-5 Mango Rocco

3-5 Anders Theiste

2-6 Rick Mol

3-8 Beth Ann Theiste

0-8 Elizabeth Galle

