2010 New York Croquet One Ball Bash (Mini Tournament)


As the daylight waned and temperature fell, the stalwart NYCC players sensed their 2010 season was coming to a close.  BUT... not before one final challenge: The One Ball Bash.  On a warm Saturday October 9, 14 players congregated at the Lawn Sports Center in Central Park, NY for a most unusual mini tournament, and end of the season celebration.

The Bash takes the Association Rules croquet game, rips it apart and then puts in back together again, though not quite the same as before.  It is rehash of the One Ball variant where each playing side only starts with one ball.  The Bash throws a wrench into that game by putting 4 players on the field.  Each player plays only for themselves without any formal partners.  As in One Ball, players may only take croquet from one ball per turn.  For example, if a player plays Red and roquets Black, it may only take croquet from black after each hoop is scored.  The Blue and Yellow balls are considered dead balls if Red is roqueting Black.  During Red’s next turn, it can choose from any of the three balls to take croquet from.
As mentioned previously, the game is a free-for-all with no formal partners.  Players can have informal partners, though at the end of the game (someone pegs out), only the winner receives the 13 earned points.  So it was interesting to see how alliances were formed and the conditions were drawn up for fair deal making.  As there was only one flight, and participants ranged from a USCA handicap of 1 through 18, every game had a wide variety of skill.  Commonly, agreements were made between the two middle level players in a foursome or by the two lesser skilled players in a threesome.  All of the other players typically rallied against the best handicapped player, which made it hard for him or her to jump ahead by forming an alliance.

The format saw two rounds of the same groups of three or four, followed by a semi final where all players were ranked and then divided into a winner’s bracket and loser’s bracket.  Following the semifinals, the two best seeded players from each game continued into the final or plate event.  Interestingly, the deal making was seen as a double-edged sword, and fewer agreements were made as the day’s matches ensued.  Somewhere in between the collusion and plans for revenge, the other Bash was well under way, with players enjoying court-side wine, cheese and crackers.  

With the emphasis on good cheer and tasty snacks, the winner’s winnings were nearly lost in the shuffle!  All results and prize money are listed below.  
- Tim Rapuano, TD

Results

1. Preston Stuart (First Place $3)

2. Timothy Rapuano (Second Place $2)

3. Chuck Loving Jr. (Third Place $1)
4. D. H. 

5. Sara Low

6. Blair Stuart

7. Sean Hartley

8. Martine Fournage

9. Ralph Charles (Plate Winner $1)

10. Rebeca Bergofsky

11. Ryan Thompson

12. Gene Nathanson

13. David Isaacs

14. Cody Aichele

For some fun pictures of this event, go here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/29148507@N06/sets/72157625162314420/
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