The 42nd Annual Palm Beach Croquet Club Invitational

The National Croquet Center

January 18-23, 2010


The Palm Beach Croquet Club Invitational was completed today under partly cloudy skies. After six days of fantastic food and tasty beverages, today was all about Bloody Marys, Mimosas and BBQ. Oh, and yes, a few games were played between sips and nibbles.


With a heritage of croquet running through his veins, John Young III (0) continued his spectacular play to capture the Championship Singles. His victory, 26-10 over Peter Just (-1.5), allowed him the chance to see his name join that of his grandparents, John and Nelga Young, upon the coveted Tankoos Trophy. Johnny "What was I thinking?  Oh, that's right...I wasn't." Mitchell (-1.5) finished Third after accidentally staking himself out with plenty of time left in his Semi-Final match. Young added to his trophy case by also capturing the Championship Flight Doubles. He, in this case teamed with Peter Just, defeated (26-10) Rich Curtis and Janet Hamilton. 


Jim Hamilton (3) captured the First Flight Singles with a nail biting 14-13 victory over Reine Bitting (5) while age outplayed enthusiasm when Lou Fusz & Bill Whitman overcame (15-14) Conrad Rugart & Cathie Oehrle to take First Flight Doubles honors. It was though in the remaining divisions where youth would overpowered experience. 


In the Second Flight Singles, youngster Justin Berbig (9) overpowered the field and, in a 26-11 victory over the gracious Lauren Hammond (9), gave notice to the Flights waiting ahead. David Cohen (12), another college 'type', made an equally strong impression in his Third Flight Finals conquest (23-8) against the much improved Carie Shapiro (12). Between the two youngsters, 73 tracking points were handed out! Justin, teamed with Pamela Geiger, captured the Second Flight Doubles with a 13-12 win over Lauren & Carie.


Bob Chilton was awarded The Ruthie Trophy, the tournament's award for sportsmanship. "But I just showed up and quietly played", he said. Well Bob, that's not always a bad thing. (And you should see the picture of him and the trophy...it is very cute!)


Of course, something need be said about the quiet work of Archie Peck and Ruth Summers, the backbone of the Palm Beach Croquet Club. Likewise, thanks go out to the great efforts of the National Croquet Center for making everything so wonderful. The Palm Beach Croquet Club was blessed this year with great weather, great food and great participants. The Founding Fathers would have or should be proud.


Below you will find the Final Order of Finish as well as a recap of today's Playoff action. A more detailed and dangerous article will be found in upcoming editions of the Croquet News and The Croquet Calendar.

FINAL ORDER:

CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES

1. John Young III

2. Peter Just

3. Johnny Mitchell

4. Bob Chilton

5. Mike Gibbons

5. David McCoy

7. Rich Curtis

7. John Hunter

9. Ted Quimby

9. Missy Ramey

9. John Oehrle

9. Ben Morehead

13. Ruth Summers

13. Tim Rapuano

15. Janet Hamilton

16. Mal Wall

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Bill Hamilton

2. Guy Brown

3. Reine Bitting

4. Bill Whitman

5. Steve Mossbrook

5. Sandy Walsh

7. Gerry Dolezar

7. Conrad Rugart

9. Jodie Rugart

10. Lou Fusz

10. Kiehner Johnson

10. Geraldine McCauley

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Justin Berbig

2. Lauren Hammond

3. Templeton Peck

4. Margaret Mihlon

5. Harvey Geiger

5. George Mathys

7. Rocco Mango

7. Cathie Oehrle

THIRD FLIGHT SINGLES

1. David Cohen

2. Carie Shapiro

3. Dolph Cramer

4. Warren Phillips

5. Randi Cuditz

5. Neal Hochman

7. Pamela Geiger

8. Mary Anne Mathys

CHAMPIONSHIP DOUBLES

1. Peter Just-John Young III

2. Rich Curtis-Janet Hamilton

3. John Hunter-John Oehrle

3. Bob Chilton-Tim Rapuano

5. Ted Quimby-Bill Hamilton

5. Ben Morehead-Gerry Dolezar

7. Johnny Mitchell-Mal Wall

7. David McCoy-Missy Ramey

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Lou Fusz-Bill Whitman

2. Reine Bitting-Beatty Cramer

3. Zoe deRopp-Jodie Rugart

3. Conrad Rugart-Cathie Oehrle

5. Margaret Mihlon-Harvey Geiger

5. Kiehner Johnson-Geraldine McCauley

7. Steve Mossbrook-Templeton Peck

7. Sandy Walsh-Eileen Holberg

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Justin Berbig-Pamela Geiger

2. Lauren Hammond-Carie Shapiro

3. George Mathys-Jane Mango

3. Neal Hochman-Warren Philips

5. David Cohen-Anne Licursi

6. Mary Anne Mathys-Randi Cutlitz

FINAL DAY ACTION:

CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Peter Just defeated Johnny Mitchell 26-20

FINALS: 

John Young III defeated Peter Just 26-10

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Bill Hamilton defeated Reine Bitting 14-13

FINALS:

Bill Hamilton defeated Guy Brown 14-12

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Lauren Hammond defeated Templeton Peck 11-10

FINALS: 

Justin Berbig defeated Lauren Hammond 26-11

THIRD FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS: 

Carie Shapiro defeated Dolph Cramer (default)

FINALS: 

David Cohen defeated Carie Shapiro 23-8

CHAMPIONSHIP DOUBLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Rich Curtis-Janet Hamilton defeated Bob Chilton-Tim Rapuano 17-16

Peter Just-John Young III defeated John Hunter-John Oehrle 18-14

FINALS: 

Peter Just-John Young III defeated Rich Curtis-Janet Hamilton 26-10

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Conrad Rugart-Cathie Oehrle defeated Reine Bitting-Beatty Cramer 15-11

Lou Fusz-Bill Whitman defeated Zoe deRopp-Jodie Rugart 14-11

FINALS:

Lou Fusz-Bill Whitman defeated Conrad Rugart-Cathie Oehrle 15-14

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

FINALS:

Justin Berbig-Pam Geiger defeated Lauren Hammond-Carie Shapiro 13-12

-John C. Osborn (TD)

