2010 PGA PEYTON BALLENGER INVITATIONAL

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida

February 9-13, 2010


The 2010 Peyton Ballenger Invitational was completed today with absolutely no help from the weather. While the rain that forced four matches to be pegged down late yesterday moved on, the fierce winds and chilly temperatures lingered. Anyone who came to PGA National expecting to worry about the 'heat index' were sadly reintroduced to wind chill. Nonetheless, whether they chose to bundle, layer or wrap, the brave remaining participants battled on.


After a series of close calls in the past few tournaments, Johnny Mitchell finally hit gold with a decisive 26-8 victory over a feisty Barry Gibson, stubborn Bob Chilton and steady David Theiste sharing Third Place. Henry Vaughan captured both the First Flight Singles and, get this...the Championship Flight Waterford Doubles! Conrad Rugart took the Second Flight Singles and, guess what...the First Flight Waterford Doubles! Rich Watson and Ralph Moore captured the top Third and Fourth Flight Singles trophies while Richard Dolan outdueled all comers in the Second Flight Doubles.


Overall, and despite the finicky weather, the entire competition was a complete joy. As Johnny Mitchell noted while accepting the Peyton Ballenger Trophy, there is probably no tournament in the country with such volunteerism. While the list of those who deserve unbridled thanks seems somewhat endless, a special hug must go out to the Tournament Manager, Jim Taylor - what a fantastic job!


For those who feel either relieved or shunned to have had their names not mentioned at this moment in time, please wait with either fear or anticipation for the upcoming publication or both The USCA News or The Croquet Calendar. Until then, please find below the results of today's action and the Final Order of both the Singles and Doubles. 

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT SINGLES

QUARTER-FINALS:

David Theiste defeated Tom Hughes 18-10

Chuck Whitlow lost to Johnny Mitchell 14-26

David Ekstrom lost to Barry Gibson 3-14

Bob Chilton defeated Bob Whitmore 15-14

SEMI-FINALS:

David Theiste lost to Johnny Mitchell14-18

Barry Gibson defeated Bob Chilton 16-12

FINALS:

Johnny Mitchell defeated Barry Gibson 26-8

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Ken Northrop lost to Betty Whitlow 10-14

Henry Vaughan defeated Jerry Luecke 16-15

FINALS:

Henry Vaughan defeated Betty Whitlow 14-8

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Margo Stinson defeated Jim Creegan 14-13

Skip Babcock lost to Conrad Rugart 7-17

FINALS:

Conrad Rugart defeated Margo Stinson 21-9

THIRD FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Rich Watson defeated Martie Ekstrom 17-7

Evan White lost to Robert Newburn 10-13

FINALS:

Rich Watson defeated Robert Newburn 10-4 (withdrew)

FOURTH FLIGHT SINGLES

SEMI-FINALS:

Ralph Moore defeated Carol DiFazio 14-10

Carie Shapiro lost to Robin Sweet 8-9

FINALS:

Ralph Moore defeated Robin Sweet 16-5

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Johnny Mitchell

2. Barry Gibson

3. Bob Chilton

3. David Theiste

5. Bob Whitmore

5. Chuck Whitlow

5. David Ekstrom

5. Tom Hughes

9. David McCoy

9. Linda Huxtable

11. Al Dilley

11. Bill Grimsdale

11. Vic Lawrence

14. Aaron Kurtzman

14. Bob Yount

16. Tony Mayo

FIRST FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Henry Vaughan

2. Betty Whitlow

3. Ken Northrop

3. Jerry Luecke

5. Sandy Walsh

6. Guy Brown

7. Carol Mayo

7. Chuck Perry

SECOND FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Conrad Rugart

2. Margo Stinson

3. Skip Babcock

3. Jim Creegan

5. Bill Whitman

6. Jodie Rugart

6. Jerry Devitt

8. Sue Lawrence

THIRD FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Richard Watson

2. Robert Newburn

3. Evan White

3. Martie Ekstrom

5. Lauren Hammond

5. Richard Dolan

7. Beth Ann Theiste

8. Robert Lankford

FOURTH FLIGHT SINGLES

1. Ralph Moore

2. Robin Sweet

3. Carol DiFazio

3. Carie Shapiro

5. Maureen White

5. Penny Ferraro

5. Rocco Mango

5. Ray Swanson

9. Monica Uhlhorn

9. Carla Rueck

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Henry Vaughan

2. Bob Whitmore

3. David McCoy

4. Tom Hughes

5. Johnny Mitchell

6. Vic Lawrence

7. Carol Mayo

8. Linda Huxtable

9. Barry Gibson

10. Lucille Maresca

11. David Ekstrom

12. Al Dilley

13. David Theiste

14. Tony Mayo

15. Bob Chilton

16. Bill Grimsdale

FIRST FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Conrad Rugart

2. Bob Newburn

3. Sandy Walsh

4. Evan White

5. Chuck Perry

6. Bill Whitman

7. Martie Ekstrom

8. Linda Prickett

9. Jerry Luecke

10. Ken Northrop

11. Keppy Babcock

12. Jim Creegan

13. Beth Ann Theiste

14. Skip Babcock

15. Sue Lawrence

16. Jerry Devitt

SECOND FLIGHT DOUBLES

1. Richard Dolan

2. Bob Lankford

3. Monica Uhlhorn

4. Ralph Moore

5. Carol DiFazio

6. Rocco Mango

7. Carie Shapiro

8. Evan White

9. Ann Licursi

10. Penny Ferraro

11. Jane Mango

12. Ray Swanson

13. Rich Watson

14. Carla Rueck

15. Robin Sweet

16. Lauren Hammond

-John C. Osborn (TD)

