SARASOTA COUNTY CROQUET CLUB SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

MARCH 19-22, 2010

The Sarasota County Croquet Club held its annual Club Singles Championship Tournament with 37 players in five flights on 2 full size lawns and two ½ size lawns.

The grounds crew  set wickets and placed all the needed court equipment well in advance of the start of the matches, early each morning. Hot coffee and muffins kept them fueled!

Over booking was again a problem for Director, Jackie Jones.  Jackie’s motto is – give all members a chance to play especially high handicappers; therefore, a full day of play on Thursday was added to the schedule in order to accommodate all the games. Games commenced promptly at 9:00am Thursday morning under cool, brisk, sunny  skies and with great expectations at all levels of competition. The lawns greatly affected by the extended cold weather this season, left some challenges for all players with which to contend.  First time tournament players were eager to get their first games under their belts. The weather while quite cold and damp at times was tolerable with proper attire until  torrential rains, lightening and cold temperatures on Sunday early in the first games stopped play for the day and games not played were made up during the following week- what a mess for the scheduler.

 There were 4 new tournament players to third flight, with 9 players, assigned handicaps of 14 and 16 for the tournament, based on their newly learned skills demonstrated in club clinics. It was exciting to see all these new players improving with each match not only in shot making choices but also with strategy. One needs confidence and success in one’s shot making in order to try new approaches or strategies to the game. Third flight followed block play, playing six of 8 games. Lee Anderson entering with a 16 handicap went undefeated  in the block , followed by Jim Feorino and Don Courtsal also a 16, each with 5 wins but Jim taking second on net points.  

Second Flight with 17 players was divided into two groups, A group with 8 players handicap 8 and 9 and  B group with 9 players handicapped 10 and 11 playing in block format no play-off.

In the A group, David Spillman with 6 wins claimed first place with Frank Buzerak following closely with 5 wins, but Kay Schneider taking third with 4 strong wins and losing by only one or two wickets was hot on their heals.

In the B group, Dick Schleiter took first with 6 wins and Larry Morgan captured second with 5 wins.

First Flight with 6 players handicapped 4.5-7 played a full block with no play-off. With one last game to play in the block and 4 wins Jack Montgomery had a rain make up game against Carl Kruse with 3 wins to decide the winner. Kruse managed to overpower Montgomery for the win, therefore tying with 4 wins, but was way short on net points so Montgomery was awarded first. Glen Bennett standing alone with 3 wins held third.

Championship Flight with 5 players handicapped –1.5 to 3 played a full block with no play-off with Fred Jones undefeated, the winner and Russ Cuccia  the highest handicap, playing very strongly to grab second.  

“Attitude Adjustment” held each day after the last game was played , helped to ease the tensions of some and toast the celebrations of others and warm us all – boy it was chilly.

 So ended another successful Club Tournament, achieved only with the help of many.

Jackie Jones

  SARASOTA COUNTY CROQUET CLUB DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

FEBRUARY 19, 20, 21, 2010

    The sixth annual Club Doubles Championship was held over 3 days with 32 participants inthree flights on two full size  and one half size lawn set up for the high handicappers .

    With three teams in third flight, handicap ranging from 13 to 16, they played a round robin twice, with the team of  Janet Bryars and Barbara Caiafa taking first, undefeated  with 4 wins, Judy Bennett and Normand Hebert placed second with 1 win and net points and Millie Gillett and Jack Ryan last, also with 1 win. This was the first tournament experience for three of the players.

    First Flight with eight teams, played a full round robin.  Three teams were tied with 5 wins each after block play. It was decided before the tournament had started, that the winner, in the case of a tie, would not be determined by net points. In the play- offs Frank Buzerak and Pat Colt emerged the winners after beating Kay Schneider and Larry Morgan. Marge Chandler and Ken Whitford. placed third. 

    Chanpionship Flight with 4 teams also followed  round robin format. Fred and Jackie Jones captured first going undefeated. Second went to the team of Vic Lawrence and Russ Cuccia with 2 wins. 

    Coffee, juice and sweet biscuits were served each morning for breakfast. After play each day the players gathered courtside for a bit of  “ attitude adjustment” and nibbles.

    The trophies were hand painted with a croquet design wooden wine or flower decanters, designed and made by Norma Christie and Ilse Goesman.

.  

FINAL STANDINGS

	
	CHAMPIONSHIP
	

	
	NAME
	PARTNER

	1
	JACKIE JONES
	FRED JONES

	2
	VIC LAWRENCE 
	RUSS CUCCIA

	3
	ALAN COTTLE 
	AVRIL RANGONI MACHIAVELLI 

	4
	CARL KRUSE 
	GLEN BENNETT

	 
	 FIRST FLIGHT
	 

	1 
	FRANK BUZERAK
	PAT COLT

	2
	MARGE CHANDLER    
	KEN WHITFORD 

	3
	KAY SCHNEIDER
	LARRY MORGAN

	     4   
	JOY BANDY 
	BOB LENTZ 

	5 
	BILL COLE
	DAVID SPELLMAN

	 6
	CHARLOTTE NEAGLE  
	RICHARD PALMER

	 7
	CICI COOK
	BARBARA WHITFORD

	 8
	PAULINE SIMMONS
	SALLY TUTTLE  

	
	
	

	
	SECOND FLIGHT
	

	1
	 JANET BRYARS 
	BARBARA CAIAFA

	2
	JUDY BENNETT
	NORMAND HEBERT

	3
	MILLIE GILLETT
	JACK RYAN 


